
Thrombolytic therapy administered

Repeat ECG at 90 minutes post Thrombolytic therapy

If ST resolution < 50 % in the lead with greatest ST elevation

Consider 
rescue 

PCI
 

If eligible, call Triage/Interventional**
Cardiologist at the QEII Health Sciences 

Centre (473-2220) and Life Flight physician 
(1-800-743-1334) if planning to send patient 

via Life Flight

Arrange for transfer in a timely manner (onset of 
symptoms to procedure time should be < 12 hrs)

EHSNS dispatch center (832-
7040) to provide an update on 
the patients condition to the 

Triage/Interventional**
Cardiologist approximately 60 

minutes before arrival

Unstable

Triage/Interventional **Cardiologist to call 
Cath Lab with the estimated time of arrival

Perform procedure

Transfer to CCU/IMCU for recuperation

Repatriate to home hospital within 24 hours if stable

STEMI <12 hours of symptoms

RESCUE PCI PROTOCOL RESCUE PCI PROTOCOL 

Contraindications:
o	Terminal co-morbidities 

limiting lifespan to <1 
year

o	Severe Dementia

Important 
Considerations:

o	Prior history of 
Coronary Artery 
Bypass Graft Surgery

o	Significant Peripheral 
Vascular Disease

o	Aspirin allergy or 
inability to tolerate 
Dual Antiplatelet 
Therapy

If contraindicated
Conservative 
management

Stable Transfer 
to CCU

Timing of Cardiac
Catheterization
to be decided by

Interventional
Cardiologist

** Ask for Triage Cardiologist during working hours Monday-Friday: 0800-1730 hrs (except holidays).

  Ask for Interventional Cardiologist after 1730 hrs Monday-Friday and anytime on holidays and weekends.

Guidelines for considering Life Flight:
Consider using Life Flight if :
o Persistent hypotension requiring fluids or 

ionotropes, Hypoxemia, Significant Brady or 
Tachy Arrhythmias, and in patients requiring 
intubation and mechanical ventilation or

o If the out of hospital time (load to unload time 
from referring centre to QEII Health Sciences 
Centre) is greater than 120 minutes

o In all other situations consider ground 
transport with an ACP (Advanced Care 
Paramedic) or a Critical Care nurse or a 
physician to save transfer time


