
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
May 15, 2008 
 
Ms. Katherine Fraser      
Director Acute and Tertiary Care    
Nova Scotia Department of Health    
PO Box 488, 1690 Hollis Street                 
Halifax, NS B3J 2R8   
 
Dear Ms. Fraser, 
 
In March of this year the National Advisory Committee (NAC) on Blood and Blood Products 
discussed whether Subcutaneous Immunoglobulin (SQIg) should be funded through the blood 
system at the request of Ms. Marina Hamilton for the Provincial/Territorial Canadian Blood 
Services Committee.  It was NAC’s advice that this product would be appropriate for funding.  
Ms. Hamilton has subsequently requested further feedback from NAC about how this product 
should be managed at a provincial level to ensure it is being used in an appropriate manner.  This 
issue was reviewed at the most recent meeting of NAC and our Committee has made the 
following recommendations: 
 

1) The use of SCIg should be restricted to immunodeficiency patients initially.  This was the 
patient group that was evaluated in all studies using SQIg.  It is also the patient population 
in whom demand for this product would likely be greatest.  

 
2) There should be prospective tracking of use of this product both to ensure it is being used 

in appropriate patients at recommended doses and that adverse safety outcomes are being 
reported.  It is recommended tracking be done where possible using currently available 
systems.  

 
3) The use of SCIg should be administered through a Provincial Program or specialty clinic 

for the purpose of education, tracking, monitoring outcomes and optimizing dosing.   
 
In studies evaluating SQIg, the product was administered using a pump system. This system is 
costly and eliminates some of the cost savings of having a product that can be administered in the 
community setting.  Intravenous Ig (IVIG) by nature of the product must be administered in a 
health care facility.  The NAC is aware of unpublished clinical data in Canada for use of SCIg by 
more frequent subcutaneous injections without using a pump.  Provinces should be aware of this 
potential means of administration of SQIg which will reduce the cost of product administration.  
However, in the absence of data to review, the NAC cannot recommend this method of 
administration as an alternative at this time. 
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Please let me know if you have further questions or concerns about this matter. 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
  
 
David Anderson, MD, FRCPC                                                   
Chair, National Advisory Committee 
 


