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Take Home Points 

• FILL OUT THE REQUISITION! 

• There is always a pathologist/hematopathologist/clinical 
chemist/microbiologist on call – we can help answer your questions 
and submit the correct sample, order the correct test and help 
patient care. 



• If (when) a patient dies in hospital, consider notifying the Nova Scotia 
Medical Examiner Service 

Laboratory Services 
• Anatomical pathology 

• Autopsy pathology 

• Surgical pathology 

• Cytology 

• Hematopathology 

• CBC/peripheral smears 

• Transfusion medicine 

• Coagulation testing 

• Clinical chemistry 



• Toxicology test requests 

• Special tests 

• Microbiology 

• Interpretation 

• Special requests 

Requisitions 

• This presentation is being prepared at home (Thanks quarantine!) 
so there are no copies of the requisition to show, but you’re 
doctors, you’ll figure it out. 

• Importantly: A laboratory requisition is a consultation to a 
laboratory physician (we’re doctors too!).  



• You would not consult cardiology by writing “60 year old male, please see”, 
and you can’t do the same to us.  

• A complete requisition includes patient history and pertinent information. 

We can help you chose the right test, add additional testing to complete 

investigations and submit the correct sample type. 

A note on autopsy requisitions 

• A clinical question should be included (see previous slide). 

• Full consent must be obtained by the appropriate family member by 
the physician ordering the autopsy.  

• I will call you when you are post-call and wake you up to discuss the 
case if you have not included appropriate and complete information. 



Calling the Nova Scotia Medical Examiner 

Service 
• If a patient dies in hospital, and you are unsure if you need to notify 

NSMES, call. They are available 24/7 and happy to take the call, even 
if they decline the case. 

• You have a duty to notify the NSMES in certain cases, as per the 
Fatalities Investigation Act (see next slide) 



 



Duty to notify examples 

• Hip fracture from fall 

• Respiratory disease in a former coal miner 

• As the result of an old injury 

• Patient paralyzed in MVC 30 years ago, had neurogenic bladder. 

• Dies of urosepsis 



• This is still an accidental death – it’s the direct result of the accident. 

Summary 

• Fill out laboratory requisition. (!) This is not just for our vanity; it 
helps us act in the patient’s best interest. 

• Laboratory physicians are here to help with patient care – call us! 

• We’ll be surprised, but pleasantly so. Well, we’ll be surprised anyway. 



• In the event of patient death, consider calling the NSMES, and when 
in doubt call anyway. 


