
 
 

 

Consultant and Liaison Profiles—July 2014  

 

Patrick Berrigan 
Pat Berrigan is the Health Economist for the Research Methods Unit (RMU). Pat holds a Bachelor of 
Science from Dalhousie University double majoring in Mathematics and Economics, a Master of Arts 
from Memorial University majoring in Economics, as well as additional graduate training in Economics 
from the University of Alberta. Pat’s professional experience includes: research-policy design and 
analysis, economic analysis in support of research investment and decision making; and project 
management in research settings. His interests include: the development of metrics to measure research 
quality; the impacts of research expenditure on health and economic indicators; and the impacts of 
income distribution on health and economic indicators. 
 
Leslie Anne Campbell 
Leslie Anne Campbell, RN, MSc, is a coordinator/analyst with Capital Health and Interim Director of 
Health Data Nova Scotia. Ms. Campbell holds an appointment as an Adjunct Lecturer with the 
Department of Community Health & Epidemiology at Dalhousie University. She is a PhD candidate within 
the Interdisciplinary PhD Program at Dalhousie University, studying the patient and health system 
effects of operational decisions made in the implementation of population-level screening programs. 
Her work has been supported by CIHR, NSHRF, and the Cameron Chair in Cancer Control. Ms. Campbell’s 
research experience and interests include health services research, health technology assessment, 
epidemiology, secondary data analysis, research ethics, meta-analysis, and simulation modelling. She is 
an author of Cochrane systematic reviews and participates in training new authors. Leslie Anne serves as 
the Health Data Nova Scotia (HDNS) Unit Liaison to the RMU. 
Steve Doucette  
Steve Doucette, MSc, is the Senior Biostatistician within the Research Methods Unit (RMU) and an 
adjunct research associate in the Department of Community Health and Epidemiology, Dalhousie 
University. He holds a Masters degree in Mathematics and Statistics with specialization in Biostatistics 
from the University of Ottawa. Prior to joining the RMU, Steve worked as a methodologist and 
consultant for a large health research group in Ottawa (OHRI). His areas of interest include the design 
and analysis of clinical trial data, diagnostic testing, propensity matching for case control studies, and 
meta-analytic techniques for pooling multiple trial data. As a senior biostatistician, Steve has knowledge 
in many statistical software packages including the SAS language and SPSS for both data manipulation 
and analysis; NCSS/PASS for sample size calculations; Comprehensive Meta Analysis for performing 
systematic reviews. His research interests are to further continue performing essential work in the area 
of medical research, clinical trials, biostatistics, systematic reviews and meta-analysis while further 
diversifying his knowledge of these and other disciplines.  
 
Joe Fraser  
Joe Fraser is the Research Database Specialist for the Research Methods Unit (RMU) and an affiliate with 
the Department of Community Health and Epidemiology, Dalhousie University. Working with the RMU 
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Senior Research Database Specialist, Joe’s role includes building and programming databases and 
preparing data for statistical analysis.  Current projects include providing database support to clinical 
drug, osteoporosis, and psychology studies.  Joe holds Bachelor’s degrees in English and Education, and 
most recently graduated from the Centre of Geographic Sciences in Lawrencetown NS, where he was 
recognized for his work in Cartography by National Geographic and the Canadian Cartographic 
Association. Before joining the RMU, Joe was employed as a GIS specialist and programmer. As a GIS 
specialist, he designed custom web-mapping tools to share infrastructure data between departments of 
the Halifax Port Authority, and oversaw the creation of mapping data produced for the Nova Scotia 
Geomatics Centre. Joe’s main interests include database and GIS technology and computer 
programming. 
 
Jill Hatchette  
Jill Hatchette, PhD, is a Consulting Scientist with the Interdisciplinary Research team at the IWK Health 
Centre. Her work with IDR involves the development and delivery of research education programs and 
providing consulting services on design and methodology issues for health centre staff and trainees. She 
holds a PhD in Experimental Social Psychology from Memorial University of Newfoundland as well as 
post-doctoral training in pediatric pain research. Dr. Hatchette’s primary research interests are focused 
around the psychosocial influences on the attitudes and behaviors that impact health behaviors and 
health care choices of adolescents, particularly as they relate to pain and pain management. Dr. 
Hatchette has held a post-doctoral research award from the Nova Scotia Health Research Foundation, 
has had teaching positions at both Dalhousie University and Mount Saint Vincent University, is an 
alumnus of Pain in Child Health, a Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) Strategic Training 
Initiative in Health Research, and has presented her research both nationally and internationally.  Jill 
serves as the IWK Health Centre Liaison to the RMU. 
 
Jill Hayden  
Dr. Jill Hayden, DC, PhD, is Assistant Professor in the Dept. of Community Health & Epidemiology, 
Dalhousie. Her doctoral dissertation in Clinical Epidemiology was completed at the University of Toronto. 
Before coming to Halifax she was a Scientist at the Centre for Research Expertise in Improved Disability 
Outcomes (CREIDO), University Health Network and Assistant Professor in the Dept. of Health Policy, 
Management & Evaluation, University of Toronto. Dr. Hayden’s research experience and expertise 
includes prognostic research and systematic review methods. She has been involved with the Cochrane 
Collaboration for many years, as review author, Advisory Board Member for the Back Review Group, and 
co-Convener of the Prognosis Methods Group. Dr. Hayden is founding Director of the Nova Scotia 
Cochrane Resource Centre, funded by the Nova Scotia Health Research Foundation to build regional 
capacity in systematic reviews and evidence-informed health care decision-making. Jill serves as the 
Nova Scotia Cochrane Centre Liaison to the RMU. 
 
Olga Kits 
Olga Kits is the Qualitative Methodologist for the Research Methods Unit (RMU) and an adjunct lecturer 
in the Dalhousie Department of Community Health & Epidemiology. Olga received an MA from Queen’s 
University, Kingston, Ontario and a BA(H) from Hood College, US.  Before coming to Capital Health & 
Dalhousie she worked in research and policy at the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario, the 
Ontario Ministry of Health & Long Term Care (health information & sciences branch), and for the 10-year 
review of the Ontario Regulated Health Profession Act.  She has been involved in qualitative health 
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research for over 20 years and has participated in a large variety of single and multi-site research studies, 
using a variety of methods, at the local, national, and international levels in university, regulatory, and 
government settings. Olga teaches and tutors in the Research in Medicine (RIM) program at the 
Dalhousie Medical School & runs a 6-week Qualitative Health Research & Methods workshop at Capital 
Health. Olga's main interest is the improvement of Canada's public health care system through 
qualitative and mixed methods research. In addition to her work at the RMU and Dalhousie, Olga is also 
a member of the Capital Health Research Fund Review Committee and a member of the Maritime SPOR 
Support Unit (MSSU) Training Advisory Committee. 
 
Adrian Levy  
Adrian R. Levy, PhD, is Scientific Director of the RMU as well as Professor and Head, and Capital Health 
District Chief of the Department of Epidemiology and Community Health at Dalhousie University.  His 
doctoral dissertation was done at McGill University in epidemiology and then he completed post-
graduate training at McMaster University in economic evaluation. Before coming to Halifax, Dr. Levy was 
a faculty member in the School of Population and Public Health at the University of British Columbia 
where he was supported by Scholar and Senior Scholar Awards from the BC Michael Smith Foundation 
for Health Research and a New Investigator Award from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research. His 
academic interests lie in health services research and include health technology assessment, 
pharmacoepidemiology, quality of life, economic evaluation, and access to care.  
 
Daniela Meier 
Daniela Meier is the Program Manager for the Research Methods Unit (RMU). She holds degrees in 
Psychology (BA Hon.) and Public Health (MPH) from the University of British Columbia. Before coming to 
the RMU, Daniela worked in research with the Centre for Health Evaluation and Outcome Sciences in 
British Columbia. Daniela also has extensive policy experience through her previous work with both the 
Nova Scotia and Yukon Governments. Daniela works with senior academic and health centre 
administrators in ongoing development of the RMU, oversees consulting operations, and leads the 
consulting team. Her main interests include:  evidence-informed health policy decision-making, rural and 
remote health, homelessness, mental health and addictions, prevention, health promotion, and social 
determinants of health. 
 
Chris Theriault 
Chris Theriault, PEng, is the Senior Research Database Specialist within the Research Methods Unit and 
an adjunct research associate in the Department of Community Health and Epidemiology, Dalhousie 
University. Chris completed his Engineering degree at Dalhousie University specializing in Industrial 
Engineering. He is available for consultation on data management needs including, but not limited to, 
database creation, data preparation and cleaning, and data analysis. Prior to joining the RMU, Chris’ 
experience in health research databases was built through more than five years of supporting a wide 
variety of research projects led by members of the Department of Medicine. In addition, Chris’ 
engineering background has exposed him to large-scale industrial applications of data management that 
are directly applicable to the larger projects supported by the RMU. Drawing upon this experience, Chris 
is able to fit the appropriate data management system for your project. Chris has the proven ability to 
write syntax or code for algorithms of varying complexity, producing summary scores and other 
calculated results. Areas of recent activity include Hematology, Rheumatology, Respirology, 
Endocrinology, Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and Psychiatry. 
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Kara Thompson 
Kara Thompson is a Biostatistician in the Research Methods Unit (RMU) and a holds a faculty position, 
Lecturer, in the Department of Medicine, Dalhousie University. Kara graduated from the University of 
Guelph with a BSc in Toxicology and an MSc in Applied Biostatistics. Prior to joining the RMU, she 
worked as a biostatistician in the Department of Medicine Research Office for 10 years.  Her interests 
include systematic reviews and meta-analysis, Cox proportional hazards modeling, competing risk 
analyses and the application of these and other statistical methods to practical research initiatives. She 
is experienced in the following statistical packages for data analysis: SAS, R Studio, SPSS, Comprehensive 
Meta-Analysis, RevMan, and NCSS/PASS. 
 

How to contact us: 

 
Research Methods Unit 
Centre for Clinical Research 
5790 University Avenue, Room 113 
Halifax NS B3H 1V7 CANADA 
 
Email:  rmu@dal.ca  
Website:  www.cdha.nshealth.ca/rmu  
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